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were planted in their hearts. God used Azurd’s past sin, repentance and vulnerability to move people’s hearts and inspire them.

During the summer (offseason for a basketball player) Gabby, as well as a few other girls on the team, began coming to
church regularly and studying the Bible with Azurd and a few other members of the church. During this time Gabby grew
in her faith, deepened her relationship with God and started to connect with Azurd on a spiritual level. By the time the fall
semester started Gabby repented of her sin, made Jesus the Lord of her life and was baptized into Christ on September 1,2017.

As with any young disciple, Gabby has had her challenges but has continued to grow in her faith and develop relationships
in the church. Even though she and Azurd can’t make every meeting of the body due to their practice schedule, games and
traveling, she has continued to have her daily times with God and meets with disciples during her free times. Gabby’s
repentance and transformation was so radical that it inspired one of her close friends to pursue her own relationship with
God, and she was just baptized on March 25th! Gabby and Azurd have also studied the Bible with teammates and others and
prayerfully many more people will come to know God through them.

Through Azurd and Gabby, the church has been able to influence many of the people involved in the athletic program
at UConn. Even though our church that meets on the campus
is relatively small (43 members), it’s having a big impact.

God has opened many doors and continues to build our faith.

We give him all the glory. Go to www.DisciplesToday.org to read the latest Hot News articles

Gabby is a senior and plans to play professional basketball af- ~ @nd to access the archives for all channels.

ter this season. Wherever she goes she intends on being a light
to her teammates and looks forward to being part of the church
and advancing the Kingdom. In an ideal world she would

play professional basketball with Azurd when she finishes her
career at UConn. She’s a talented athlete but more importantly
an incredible person, woman of faith and sister in Christ!

* Army Officer Baptized in Columbus, Georgia
Tom Brown, Atlanta, GA, USA — Sunday, 25 March 2018
Our little church planting in Auburn/Tuskegee (ATCC)
is making a big impact (13 baptisms in 2017). Dozens
of students at the HBCU campus of Tuskegee University
have been baptized in the last four years...

Azurd and Gabby have been very successful this season
and praise God for the partnership they have on and off the
court. They hope for continued success but know that no
awards or honors they receive from basketball can compare
to having their names written in the book of life.

* The Training Ministry of Jesus
Dr. G. Steve Kinnard, New York, NY, USA — Sunday, 25
March 2018
I (Steve Kinnard) teach at the Rocky Mountain School
of Ministry and Theology. Not only do I teach there,
but I also learn from my students. One of my students,
Don Downs, turned in an excellent contribution...

We hope this story inspires you and reminds you that no
matter what someone’s name is or what position they hold,
everyone needs a relationship with their God and finds life

when they find Christ. * Hope for Kids Summer 2018 Programs

HOPE for Kids — Sunday, 25 March 2018

This summer Hope for Kids will be once again hosting
three spectacular international programs. Leadership
Academy, Performing Arts Camp + Sports Camp, and
Special Week of Camp! Below you can find out more
about each program and watch a video for each...

Azurd and Gabby will be competing with their team in

the Women’s Final Four Semifinals in Columbus, Ohio

on March 30! They are favored to win and advance to the
Division I Women’s Basketball Championship game on
Sunday, April 1. As you follow the women’s NCAA
tournament this year please keep our sisters and the church
in Storrs, Connecticut in your prayers!

GO HUSKIES!

www.Discjples Today.org hosts thousands of pages of news, articles
and images to help connect disciples and churches around the
world. All information and confent is freely available for everyone.

e Idolatry: Using God’s Word for Codependency
Kim Pullen, Orlando, FL, USA — Sunday, 25 March 2018
The word codependency has a bad rep these days.
Many psychologists think the word stigmatizes spouses
of adulterers or sexual addicts who are already traumatized
by their partners’ sins. Telling these victimized...
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Miracles at UConn

Catalyst Singles Retreat

San Diego, California USA

April 20-22,2018

International Campus

Ministry Conference

Cincinnati, Ohio USA

July 5-8, 2018

2018 NE US Christian Conference
Providence, Rhode Island USA
July 20-22,2018

Florida Discipleship Conference
Orlando, Florida USA

August 3-5,2018

International Singles Conference
Phoenix, Arizona USA

August 30 - September 3, 2018

Central American Conference
Panama City , Panama

October 5 -7,2018

2020 World Discipleship Summit

Orlando, Florida USA
July 2-5, 2020

CONNECTING DISCIPLES IN

CHURCHES AROUND THE WORLD

International New.f;" re|

Matt Webber — Storrs, CT, USA

But whatever were gains to me 1
now consider lossfor the sake of
Christ. What is more, I consider
everything a loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose
sake I have lost all things.

— Philippians 3:3-11

God is bringing miracles to the
University of Connecticut women’s basketball team in Storrs, Connecticut.

This story begins in June 2016, when Azurd Stevens (pictured at right)
decided to transfer from Duke University to the University of Connecticut
after her sophomore year to further her collegiate basketball career and to
renew her relationship with God. She became a disciple of Jesus in high
school and was a faithful member of the Triangle Church of Christ in
Raleigh, North Carolina for years. However, at the time Azurd was struggling
in her righteousness and needed to relocate. At Duke she was an All-ACC
First Team NCAA basketball player.

When Azurd arrived at UConn (11 time National Champions) she was
informed that she would have to sit out a year from playing basketball due
to NCAA regulations. This was a blessing in disguise. During this time she
could practice with the team but couldn’t play in games or travel, which al-
lowed her to dig her roots deep in her relationship with God and build
quality relationships with disciples in the Storrs campus ministry of the
Greater Hartford Church. Unfortunately, in 2017 UConn fell short in the
NCAA tournament but immediately afterwards Azurd used the humbling
circumstances to share the gospel. The following Sunday, which was Easter,
one of her teammates named Gabby Williams attended church with her for
the first time. God had been working in Gabby’s heart (Gabby is a First Team
All-American, Defensive Player of the Year, two-time National Champion
and currently the captain of the UConn women’s basketball team). Shortly
after this, Azurd shared her repentance story at church and invited her entire
team to attend the service. Over half of the team was in attendance and seeds
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